
Six questions of program
STEPPINGSTONE SCHOOL



The School ProgramThe School Program



1. What is a pod?



2. Individualized curriculums:
What are they?

How are they formed? How are they formed? 
Why are they important?





3. Is the sensory experience 
of nature important for the of nature important for the 

education of young children?



Rouge River Test Day



Rouge River Test Day



Rouge River Test Day



4.  Do we need a broad
range of extra-curricularrange of extra-curricular

activities?   Why?



Health
Pace of learning

Alternative thinking



Laboratory



Computer room



5.  Do gifted students
require non-traditionalrequire non-traditional

learning spaces?







6. Are LEED guidelines 6. Are LEED guidelines 
appropriate for our school?





Benefits of green schools

• A healthy, productive learning environment

• Financial savings

• Hands-on learning

• Environmentally friendly

• Improved teacher retention





Program for DesignProgram for Design



Preliminary site visit: January 16, 2010



Location



Campus design



View from Grand River



View from Grand RiverClassroom pod



Existing layout



After demolition



New construction



GymnasiumEntrance hall/gallery space

Activities Building



Existing garage



Gymnasium



GymnasiumEntrance hall/gallery space



Theatre 



Playground



Project plan:
• Classroom building    2010     $50k
• Gallery, lab, SMART center    2011   
$60k
• Gymnasium                 2012      $75k
• Playground                  2013      $75k
• Parking lot                   2014      $100k
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Project plan:
• Classroom building    2010     $50k
• Gallery, science lab, SMART center    2011   $60k
• Gymnasium                 2012      $75k
• Playground                  2013      $75k
• Parking lot                   2014      $100k



Project Team

• Tim Nichols, Rouge River Group, Project Manager
• Sonny Son, Board member, Builder• Sonny Son, Board member, Builder
• Rich Houdek, ASLA, Board member
• Charles Napoli, AIA
• Jesse T. McDonald, PE
• Rufino Labra, Designer
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